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Housing Supply Expert Panel communique 

May 2020 

The Housing Supply Expert Panel (the panel) met for the 
seventh time over the course of two short-form ‘micro-
meetings’ held on 13 and 21 May 2020. The emerging 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
governments’ response continued to be the focus of 
discussion. 

The panel discussed the HSEP priorities for 2020. The 
panel affirmed the core business of HSEP is to provide 
ongoing support to the Growth Monitoring Program 
(GMP) while identifying the following priorities for 2020: 

• responding to the economic and social impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic by exploring: 

o unlocking supply and boosting economic 
activity, while ensuring adequate 
safeguards to protect community 
interests and best practice planning 
principles 

o boosting social housing supply, 
potentially in partnership with the private 
industry through cost-sharing or 
planning requirements  

o unlocking the Underutilised Urban 
Footprint through government 
responses (e.g. enablers) 

• advancing local government support and 
engagement with the Housing Supply Expert 
Panel 

• engaging with local governments to understand 
pressure points (e.g. climate change resilience, 
climate sensitive design). 

The panel will also continue its role providing advice 
regarding continuing priorities from 2019 including: 

• advancing good dwelling density and design and 
facilitating the Missing Middle 

• impact of new koala protection measures on 
housing supply 

• examining the impact of coordinated and timely 
infrastructure provision on housing supply. 

The panel provided advice to the Minister on ideas for 
potential COVID-19 economic recovery stimulus 
initiatives. The panel identified the following five (5) key 
ideas: 

• Governance: Ensuring the appropriate planning 
governance arrangements are in place to 
activate initiatives in a time critical manner 

• Fast Track Projects: Ensure a coordinated 
approach to fast tracking projects that provide 

enduring economic and social benefits across 
SEQ and the regions. 

• Unlock the Urban Footprint: Currently around 
130,000 potential dwellings can’t be unlocked in 
the urban footprint for a variety of reasons. 
Establish a ‘tool kit’ to unlock these. 

• Stimulate housing through social housing 
targets: Establish a social housing target and 
invest in this over a 10-year horizon 

• Partnerships: Develop different partnership 
models to allow the private and other non-
government sectors to support the government 
in stimulating the economy. 

Additionally, the panel discussed submissions received 
by the Government for numerous economic initiatives 
and suggestions from third parties with regard to 
COVID-19. The panel acknowledged the importance of a 
coordinated approach in assessing these types of 
submissions. The panel agreed to develop a set of 
criteria for the government to use to review these 
submissions. 

Queensland Treasury (the department) updated the 
panel on recent Ministerial and departmental changes, 
noting that the Planning Group of the former Department 
of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and 
Planning is now within Queensland Treasury. The panel 
will continue reporting to the Hon Cameron Dick, 
Treasurer and Minister for Infrastructure and Planning as 
Minister Dick has retained the Planning portfolio. 

The panel shared observations on the current COVID-19 
pandemic and impacts across the experts’ fields, such 
as: 

• Impacts on the real estate sector including a 
downturn in listing volumes and sales, general 
stability of property prices and industrial 
property, and negative impacts on commercial 
offices 

• Other jurisdiction’s response to COVID-19, such 
as the Victorian Government’s Building Victoria’s 
Recovery taskforce, chaired by Jude Munro 

• A drop in net overseas migration, which is 
largely contingent on international students, as 
well as an anticipated downturn in net interstate 
migration to Queensland, which may be 
dependent on relaxation of COVID-19 
restrictions. This also has implications for 
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housing supply, particularly student 
accommodation in Brisbane. 

• Confidence of the industry being impacted due 
to potential downturn in population growth, 
duration of JobKeeper and certainty of 
government projects 

• Increase in the number of people reporting 
homelessness and seeking temporary 
accommodation and the uncertainty surrounding 
the approach to homelessness post COVID-19 

• Locally, business sentiment is generally positive 
and optimistic in adapting to the emerging 
situation 

• Increased walking and cycling activity and move 
to ‘reclaim the streets’ 

• Demand for research on impact of COVID-19 on 
housing across Australia and how housing can 
stimulate economic recovery 

• Opportunity to review what the new ‘business as 
usual’ means for a range of industries. 

Representatives from the Department of Housing and 
Public Works (HPW) met with the panel to provide an 
update on the social housing portfolio, focusing on the 
impacts of the COVID-19 crisis and stimulus activities 
across the sector. The panel noted social housing as an 
important part of the broader social infrastructure 
network and the demands on social housing more 
broadly are shifting, such as smaller family groups and 
older community members.  

The panel highlighted the need to ensure planning 
schemes are structured to drive the market to delivery 
and acknowledged the importance of the upcoming 
Brisbane City Council Housing Strategy reflecting a 
desire and need for residents to be able to age in place.  

The panel will continue to collaborate with HPW to 
discuss how the social and affordable housing portfolio 
is measured and reported in the Land Supply and 
Development Monitoring (LSDM) report. 

The panel discussed several reports prepared by third 
parties, relating to land supply data in certain 
geographies, which were provided to the department. 
The panel noted there were differences between the 
methodological approaches to constraints and 
assumptions when compared to the LSDM. The panel 
reiterated their support for the approach of the LSDM 
and noted the maturity of the methodology as the 
program develops.  

The department provided an update on the underutilised 
urban footprint (UUF) project and alignment to COVID-
19 economic recovery. Work will continue with key 

stakeholders, including industry and the panel as these 
ideas progress and responses are identified. 

Engagement with local governments is one of the 
priorities for the panel in 2020 and the Chair confirmed 
the panel will proceed to set up meetings with local 
governments to discuss land supply matters relating to 
local government areas. 

Comments from the panel Chair, Julie Saunders: 

“The Panel continues to provide advice to the Minister 
on the importance of housing supply and more 
importantly housing affordability as a stimulus initiative 
as we continue to track through the pandemic. We look 
forward to meeting with local governments across SEQ 
as many are undertaking improvements and reviewing of 
their forecasting models.” 

The panel will continue to meet regularly through virtual 
meetings. The next short-form panel meeting is to be 
held on 30 July 2020, with the next formal meeting 
planned for late September 2020. 


