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The Housing Supply Expert Panel (the panel) met for 
the tenth time on 16 March 2021. The panel reflected 
on the 2020 Growth Monitoring Program (GMP) and 
discussed their priorities for 2021. 

The Department of State Development, Infrastructure, 
Local Government and Planning (the department) 
updated the panel on recent announcements including 
the Growth Areas Team (GAT) and the planned peer 
review of the Land Supply and Development 
Monitoring (LSDM) online report. It was noted that the 
state is interested in looking at new ways of doing 
things, particularly in those key markets which are not 
achieving short term supply markers within the LSDM 
online report. 

Regarding the potential South East Queensland 
(SEQ) Olympics, the panel highlighted that there 
would be an expected spike in infrastructure 
announcements if the SEQ Olympics is certain. 
Importantly, this infrastructure will be required to 
support the growth of the SEQ and the relation to land 
supply needs to be considered by the department.  

The panel discussed the peer review of the LSDM 
online report and acknowledged that it is a good 
opportunity to investigate why some stakeholders are 
anecdotally reporting variations to the ‘on the ground’ 
situation. The panel acknowledged that long held 
perceptions of these markets may also be driving 
these opinions and further investigation needs to be 
undertaken as it’s important that stakeholders have 
confidence in the methodology of the LSDM online 
report. The department reiterated that the Technical 
Notes of the LSDM online report are publicly available 
and support a high level of transparency regarding 
methodology and data sources. The key 
considerations for the peer review will be considered 
by the department as a Terms of Reference is 
developed with input from key stakeholders.  

The panel reflected upon the 2020 GMP, and the role 
of the panel. The panel acknowledged that whilst they 
were not established to be representative, the 
opportunity to gain broader exposure to different 
stakeholder groups needs to be explored, such as 
industry. The department noted the opportunity for 
greater interaction across the stakeholder groups of 
the GMP to allow for ideas to be shared across a range 
of stakeholder groups. 

Panel members provided an update to the group on 
current priorities across their fields, key matters raised 
included: 

• Dr Elin Charles-Edwards, Senior Lecturer at 
UQ, provided an overview of ongoing work 
regarding population projections, reiterating 
that as a high level of uncertainty around 
population changes remains, it is important to 
undertake this work slowly, particularly noting 
that too many differing projections can 
undermine their validity. 

• Sonya Keep, CEO of Common Ground 
Queensland, recognised there is a lack of 
leadership at both the national and state level 
to deliver the necessary investment in social 
and affordable housing, noting there is a lack 
of stock and the rental market is very tight, 
resulting in many people being increasingly 
concerned they will not have homes. 

• Dr Michael Fotheringham, Executive Director 
at Australian Housing and Urban Research 
Institute (AHURI) also noted concerns of 
homelessness increasing, particularly 
resulting from ceasing of moratoriums on 
rental evictions. 

The panel reflected on their 2020 priorities and 
discussed the importance of continuing these in 2021, 
in particular: 

• Continuing engagement with local 
governments and expanding this to capture 
collaboration with industry 

• Ongoing consideration of impacts on housing 
supply, such as unlocking supply and 
supporting economic activity 

• Further investigating how to support housing 
affordability and stability, including through 
continued monitoring and advice 

• Understanding infrastructure planning activity 
and its relationship to regional planning 

• Advocating for housing affordability and infill 
development to be considered by the GAT 
through its activities in SEQ 

• Identifying the need for a lead agency in the 
State Government for affordable housing. 

The department updated the panel on emerging data 
that has become available since the release of the 
2020 LSDM online report in December 2020. The 
department noted that this information provides further 
data/evidence on the impacts of the COVID-19 

https://planning.dsdmip.qld.gov.au/planning/better-planning/state-planning/regional-plans/seqrp/lsdm?release=2020&page=technical-notes
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pandemic and is intended to be developed into an 
addendum to the 2020 LSDM online report. 

The department provided an overview of the GMP 
forward program for 2021, including details of the sub-
programs that will be investigated and reported on in 
2021 and planned engagement activities. The panel 
will continue to oversee the GMP as part of its core 
role. 

The panel continued to discuss the review of the SEQ 
Regional Plan. As the department anticipates a review 
of the SEQ Regional Plan will begin between 2022-24, 
the panels advice on framing up the review will 
continue to be sought at future meetings. 

Comments from the panel chair, Julie Saunders: 

The Panel continues to monitor the significant 
development activity occurring in SEQ and the impact 
this is having on housing supply and most importantly 
housing affordability. The panel acknowledges the 
significant pressures in the market and the impact this 
is having on households. The issue is complex and 
therefore needs a considered focus from across all of 
government. The Panel looks forward to the seeing the 
work of GAT as one of the actions to assist in 
unlocking supply, but is mindful that this alone will not 
address all issues 
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